“What’s going on to bring so many people to this church during the week? “ 

Anyone driving past the corner of 124th and 100th during the week of July 13 may have wondered what brought a rainbow of T-shirts through our parking lot into the church.  They were also likely to see children skipping down the sidewalk with a parent or other care giver or returning home with hands full of artwork.  
In mid-July, Holy Spirit Lutheran Church was transformed into another part of 
God’s wonder-filled creation by Rachel Duong’s artistic design/crafting and direction.  Dedicated volunteers, despite the heat, applied finishing touches and completed the environment.  
How do foxes, lizards, praying mantises, burros and owls—daily featured animals from the canyon-- remind us about God?  Ask the 165 children who entered Discovery Canyon during the week of Vacation Bible School and participated in this active curriculum of music, drama, games, art, and science.  Snack time provided time for more discussion and opportunity to get better acquainted with each other.  The enthusiasm and delight expressed by the children gave leaders, shepherds, and helpers refreshment and sustenance for the trek through the week and beyond.    

While watching the borax and water turn into slime (silly putty) in the science room, eyes widened with amazement and one boy said, This is the best day of my life!”  Upon leaving, one girl said, “Science is so cool” Stories and lessons from Pastor Mike, Pastor Katy with their animal friends and other puppets got rave reviews.  Some may still be singing the songs with actions and dances or have taken home ideas for art projects.  The older children know how to make solar heaters and working windmills.  Each child has favorites.  
Year after year, the numbers of attendees increase with children from non-members usually outnumbering those from the congregation.  Children who are beyond sixth grade come back to volunteer because “it’s fun” and a host of adult volunteers find it rewarding and important enough to commit their time and energy.  Many thanks to all who make this ministry a success, children who come and make it worthwhile, and parents who bring their children.
What were they doing here?  Spreading the Gospel and showing how much fun and interesting it is to be a Child of God living and learning in this beautiful world.

